Clerve th 


erih d; 
to (uccer! 

C wether 
Mn any fe: 
ve to th 
et, as16- 


for a pri 
ſo on the 
ſum, and 
ve heard 

all the 
reſident 
an Ele 


the King + 


be gully 


| 
| 
| 
| 


| 


GRACIOUS 


SPFF C 


'To both Houſes of 


6 Abd AMENT, 


On Munday the 28% of 7 January, 1675. 


I ———————— 4 1 


PuBlized by His Majeſties Command, 


wy 0- N D O N, 

Printed by John Bill, Criſtopher Barker, Thom: 

Newcomb, © and Henry Hills, Printers to the 
Kings moſt Excellent Maj clty. -1 677 57 þo 


com PRIVILEGIO. 


(3) 
py bp hefrebebeet: Hepepeeeſeiefpes 
RT res CT LEE ans 
app bebpty:þ IEC 46Þ 


His Majeſties 


GRACIOUS 


SPEECH 


"To both Houles of 


PARLIAMENT, 


On Munday the 28* of January, 1677 


My Lords and Gentlemen , 


Fe en We varted laſt, I 


4 told you, That before 
(> We met again, I would 

Þ do that which ſhould be 
> to your Satisfaction: | 
have accordingly made ſuch Allian- 
ces with Holland, asare for the Pre- 


ſervation of F landers, and which can- 
A 2 not 


OT 
fot fail of that End, unleſs prevented 
cither by the want of due Afliſtances 
to Support thoſe Alliances, or by 
the ſmall regard the Spanards 
themſelves muſt have to their own 
Preſervation,” * | 

The firſt of theſe I cannot ſuſpect, 
by reaſon of your repeated Engage- 
ments to maintain them: and 1 know 
you are ſo wile, as to conlider, That 
a VW ar, which muſt be the neceſſary 
Conſequence of them, ought ne1- 
ther to be proſecuted by Halves, 
nor to want ſuch Aſſurances of Per- 
ſeverance as may give Me Encou- 
ragement to purſue it ; beſides, it 
will not be leſs neceflary, to let Our 
Enemies have ſuch a Proſpect of 
Our Reſolutions, as may let them 
: {ee certainly, T hat We {ſhall not 

| be weary of Our Arms, till Chr:- 
fi1endom be reſtored to ſucha Peace, 
as {hall not be in the Power of any 
Prince alone to Diſturb. 

| Ido acknowledgeto you; That 
[ have uſed all the means poſſible, 
by a Mediation, to have procured 
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an Honourable and Safe Peace fot 
Chriſtendom; knowing how pre- 
ferable ſuch a Peace would have 
been to any War, and eſpecially 
to this Kingdom, which mult 
neceſlarily own the vaſt Benefits it 
has received by Peace, whilſt its 
Neighbours onely have yet ſmart- 
ed by the War: Þut finding itno 
longer to be hoped for by fair 
means, it ſhall not be My fault if 
that be not obtained by Force, 
which cannot be had other ways. 

For this Reaſon 1 have recalled 
My Troops from France, and have 
conlider'd, That although the 
Dutch ſhall do their parts, We 
cannot have leſs on Ours, then 
Ninety Sail of Capital Ships con- 
ſtantly maintained ; nor lefs then 
Thirty or Fourty thouſand Lang- 
men, ( with their Dependencies) 
to be employed upon Our Fleets, 
and elſewhere. And becauie there 
(hall be no fear of Miſ-employing 
what you {hall give to theſe Ules, 


[ am contented that ſuch Money 
[> be 


(6) 
be appropriated to thoſe Ends, as 
ſtrictly as you can detire. 1 have 
2iven Teſtimony enough of My 
Care in that kind, by the Progreſs 
I have made m Building the New 
Ships, wherein, for the making 
them more uſetul, I have Directed 
ſuch larger Dimenfions, as will coſt 
Me above One hundred thouſand 
pounds more then the Act allows. 
1 have gone as far as I could in Re- 
pairing the Old Fleet, and in Buy- 
ing of Neceſſary Stores for the Na- 
vy, and Ordnance ; And in this and 
other Proviſions, for better Secu- 
ring both My Foreign Plantations, 
and the ]iflands nearer home, 1 have 
expended a great deal more then the 
Two hundred thouſand pounds you 
enabled Me to Borrow upon the 
FE.xciſe, although I have not tound 
ſuch a Credit as I expe&ted upon 
that Security. I have bora the 
Charge both of a Rebellion in V:r- 
21114, anda new War with Algzers : 
I ſtand Engaged to the Prince of 
Orange tor My Nieces Portion : 
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, ly, and I ſhall not be able to [Viaintait 

My conſtant neceſſary Eſtabliſh- 
ments, unleſs the New Impoſt up- 
on Wines, &c. be continued to 
Me, which would otherwiſe turn 
Ay only to their Profit, to whom We 

ett leaſt intend it. 

IS Willy | hope theſe things will need 
Mou little Recommendation to you, 


(t allow 
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ethent; 


when you conlider your Promiſes 
in ſome, and the Necellity of the 
reſt ; and to let you ſee, that I have 
not onely employed My Time and 
Treaſure for your Safety, but done 
all I could to remove all ſorts of 
Tealouſies, I have married My 
Niece to the Prince of Orange, by 
which 1 hope I have given full 
Aſſurances that I ſhall never ſuffer 
his Intereſt to be ruined , if I can be 
Aſſiſted, as 1 ought to be, to pre- 
ſerve them. 

Having done all this, I expect 
from youa plentiful Supply, ſuita- 
ble to ſuch great Occaſions, where- 
on depends not onely the Honour, 
but ( for ought 1 know ) the Be- 
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ing of an Engliſh Nation, which 
will not be ſaved by finding faults 
afterwards.but may be prevented by 
avoiding the chief Fault of doing 
weakly and by halves, what can 
onely be hoped from a vigorous 
and through proſecution of what 
We undertake. 

Theſe conſiderations are of the 
greateſt Importance that ever con- 
cerned this Kingdom; and there- 
fore I would have you enter 1m- 
mediately upon them , without 
ſuffering any other Buſineſs what- 
ſoever to divert you from bringing 
them to goed Reſolutions. 


